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® British Young-Adult literature — Notes from the Reviewer’s Desk
Catherine Butler
Reader, School of English,
Communication and Philosophy, Cardiff University

One of the common characteristics of scholars is that we tend to specialise. For example,
I specialise in children’ literature, and within that in fantasy and historical literature.
Specialisation is useful in building expertise, but it also limits one’s horizons. How can we stay
aware of what is happening beyond our small corner of the field?

I have tried to counteract this problem by reviewing. For the last 10 years I have
reviewed young-adult books for Armadillo, an online UK book review magazine. I have no
choice about the titles assigned to me. Some I might have read in any case, but many are
outside my usual range in terms of subject matter, genre or style.

Reviewing has helped to remedy my natural tendency to read only books I think will
interest me, and I've made numerous happy discoveries along the way. In this paper, I
describe some of the fashions in current British YA fiction through texts I have been assigned
by Armadillo, and consider the different critical perspective offered by writing as a general

reviewer rather than an academic scholar.



